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CHEAPNESS OF GERMAN MOVIE
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First comprehensive assortment of German made film pictures to be published in America. Panel at left shows Ellen Richter as the Sicilian Vampire; panel at right, a scene from the cinema based on the famous

| Oberammer

gau Passion Play. In the centre is Germany's Mary Pickford, Ria Jende. In the large oval is Pola Negri and Stahl-Nach

.\Tore Than 200 Teu-#
tonic Plays Already’

Here, Chief Merit in
Producers’ Eves Be-
ing Their Small Cost

ERMAN motion piotures have been
streaming over here lately in some-
thing like the 198 formation with

which the Teutons tried to break the Allles'
line. It is estimated that there are some-
thing like 200 Teutonle films now in this

country, either accepted already by some of
the leading American companles or else go-
ing around in circles until they bump into
v purchaser

Some of the cinema illuminati over b
profess to see no danger in this invasion
and assert that it can do no harm for the
American market to get an infusion of Ger-
man filmas, even If, technically, we are still
at war and making faces at each other.
These optimists generally belong to comp
nies that have taken one or more Cierman
oetures, and naturally they don't feel
they've hurt themselves.

On the other side are the pessimists, gen-
erally the directors and the actors, who
brood darkly over the conviction that the
Ameriean market Is nursing a viper and ask
whether something can't be done about it-
especially by the other fellow,

The directors are particularly outspoken
becnuse in the present depr ed state of the
American industry the large companies find
it cheaper to buy German made films, whic
are usunlly sold for n song, rather than pro-
duece their own. If this practice continues
some directors fear in thelr hearts they will
have to go back to belng stage carpe
or training dogs for clrcuses

Peddled at a Few Thousands,
Only a Small Part of Cost Here

The big independent directors, like D. W,
Grifith and John Emerson, consider they
are scarcely in a position to dread the com-
petition of the common run of Teutonic pic-
tures, but are “agin ‘em on general princi-
ples,” having heard that the Germans are
limiting the number of American films to be
unwound hefore the spect: 1 Prussian su-
diences, while all but forving thelr own
products on their dear friends and late ene-
mies. the Yankees.

As an indication of the low prices at which
the erman films are being peddled hers, a
picture of the Grade B, non-Pasteur
van be pleked up for about 35,000, or
than the average fllm magnate here spends
per year on clgars—according to his press
agent The low grude Gern plcture, the
kind that looks as if a group of person

. together and suid, "Let's have & movie,” nnd
then proceeded to have it over with, can be

AT A

hought for as low as $2,000—and iU's a pom
cellulold  financler who can’t serape that
much together, even if he has to borrow it
from his camern man.

‘Passion,"” the German pleture which
broke the {ee In Amerlen, cost about $40,000
to produce and was sold to First National,
who stimulated the public into thrusting
more than that amount on them the first
veek It was exposed here Some of the
$56,000 pleture done with much character
atle elaboration of detall, have scenes hold
ing thousands of extras, and it would cost
the avernge American dire that much
money to produce one of the sceenes alone
not to mention the weir and tear on his
nerves from trying to keep the crowds of
supers together. which often necessitates a
trip to the mountains to recuperiate

But now that they have made thelr Arat
inroad here, and believe that they have the

market seeking them with thelr Initial spec-
taneulnr succes the Germans are begin-
ning to jump thelr prices, which indicates
that they are almost human after all.

To the avernge native lnyman the pic-
tures themselves are something just ag new
and interesting ss though they had been
fired here from Mars out of a gun. That is
becpuse, as the veries o Hnows,
American films during the war, when Con-
tinental studio activities were suspended, had

riant strides forward and
conquer the world not only commercially
tically, so that even one of the old
stinrs, clutching o luern-
tive contract just handed to him by a film
company, had to admit there was something
in them

Therefore the public here i= on the watch
to note If the Germans have caught up with
us to the extent of gaining the same sense
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In panel above is Otto Gebuhr, one of Germany's most versatile
film actors. In circle is Emil Jannings, equally popular.

Lacking Some Features, Yet Show

Though “Passion" showed few close-ups
and similar devices,

grasp of the new medium and an evidence
of a cultural background on the part of the
director—all too rare In thls country—which

Snapshot
herewith o
which are n
probably soon be measured for the scresns

. looked upon ¢ the best bet Germany

ind will von

of story development, and of using cut-backs, Second only to Fraulein Negrl = Emil
fade-ins, close-ups and all the other dodges Jannings, the leading German male star,
by which Ameriean directors make the au- with a fine skill In character
8 feel they are getting a bowing If would make him at home anywhere provid
not A speaking acquainta

ation that

w» with the char- €d he didn't have 1o s anything. Accord-
ing to some reports he is an American who
went abroad to study under Max Relnhardt,
nnd he i8 =20 good that Ameriea might as
Much Grasp of Screen Artistry well claim him, since the Germans claim
Shakespeare There 12 & naturnl sense of
humor shown in his puckered lips and con
stantly revealed in his acting—a feoling for
the comlie t is often absent in American
leading men, else many of them would sup-
press the blurbs sent out by thelr publicity

iis and the other im-
plctures have revealed an artistic

ul 2
manages 1o project itself from the screen In department
of subtitles that too often read lke Janni ‘s specialty = kings, though he
advertisemerits can play a tramp with equal facility, possibly

becpuse nowadays the dividing line between
the two classes jsan't =0 clearly drawn. It is
reported that he will be featured more
gtrongly than ever by Adalph Zukor, hend
of the Famous Players- Loasky Pillm Corpora
tlon, along with alein Negrl, nnd his v
markable director, Ernst Lubltsch, who is
known ax the D W. Griffith of Germany
ind who looks Hke Al Jolson trying to think
up a new Winter Garden Joke

By the way, Heinhardt he

ire shown for the first time
whes from some of the pictures
oose in this country and will

our leiding cinema palac
and foreme f course, comes Pola

H,

the cinema line though she s com
this countt thortly, because, while
man s ‘N industry Is developing,

e working

of the tare are hardly large

auletly In the moviea for = time d
hough 1o keep pace with) thelr restored ap- .»Ir.l! W to make a bid for Lubitsch's
Her antetodents have been blared for the prints recelved here indicate
w0 oOr tentl » she made her sereen version of his own stage
Imprint in “I W thit they huredly poetn Bumurun.” s ke a Cook's tour
need recapitulating, but for the sake of thoss of the Orlent with a little real action thrown
wre nat hep M rena of filmdom &L
sild tha Lol d Polish hirth, that 3 of Oberammergan® 4 A
she danced in the Tmpe at Warsaw inn of the celebirntod Passion
the C h ent to Ger a story within s story and
to mnt handling masses of persons with the ease of
o the war she hng made elghteen ilmE subway  gunrd The German devotion to
WA sl f wearing out. One of  detn revealod in the stills of this pletars
It Mn 1 hns thy il her for theres | even n halp
it dut Nuchbaur sroming 1he il of the Chriztu
" film cen hopw a Gloria film, ns might he
gots ol I ' produced conpeted, | i Englisgh subject, though the
inion- i 1 n i most T erien | pestnarant Instance, hardly
vnid omy T i of ety Hie o o 1o nuck of londd while the wallier
Hormmn The irEeive hve  diseo wen e wl cors w0 long must he @A
th | ociety ife on the bt her | e the Typlenlly
o wit ta Knlse andd 1= Jund Germad nl=n e the vountenance of the
treading « myg aone'm Liv tendin nnn, Mttn G who dabbles con
Nz | ' ' v atriking and  wlee s hid o o the Orenn
af il T ' 1w 1 fowr mov e wl . ‘ oEnomen in ploture of
ndience Ly 1 Iy ¢ perhnp it Hear title would
o | n om =0 much ki e 1w Ll - n absurdit Laondon
on [ | 1w {1y halls,

baur, the most successful stars; in small oval a pleasanter view of Pola Negri.

though many of them wenr

on two dresses and get by on the strengt

% though the leading woman doesn't pos

stars who have

own companles

Jitin tempermer

her man to raln «

of these morbid themes
*'with which the Ger-

Filming 100 Tons of Molten Steel

possihle horaunse

Here Are the First Stills
From Recent Impor-
tations Yet to Be
Shown and a Story of
the L.eading Stars

mans appear to bhe inclined to steep them-
rolves, now that they can't convinees any one
they won the war. However, they deserve
siderable eredit for tryving to introduce
something artistically new in the flms
In “The Cabinet of Dr. Caligarl' and
in “Uriel Acosta,” one of their ilms modelled
ifter classieal painters, they have enden-
vored  to compress tembrandt  inte  the

movirs

Films Deal With Bolshevism
And Take Liberties With History

Somse of the subjects, lke *“Unchained
Humanity” and “The Defender of the Op-
pressod,” deal with Bolshevism, naturally
enough, since they are still wondering if
*hev're eured of |t Others profess to be
very frank about history, lke “The Night
of Queen Isabelln,” In which the part of the
QOueen is played by Fern Andr un Ameri-
ean girl who went to fiermany to discover
she was a histrionic celebrity, She came
from Milwaukee, where she evidently trained
for her future career with the Germans
there on the stuff that used to make Mil-
watnkes famons Aft playving here with
Fs=anng she went to Germany and was
.
She decided to remaln there and make the
best of it, which led her to fame on the
M

Not a0 pretty is Asta Nielse

proeminent s a tragi tress, and in

Hamlet" g that story a new twist by
fiscloging him in the end to he a woman

epught in the erush when war was declar

. though she

fact which will expliin to many unchl-
alrous men why the Prince can't make ump
s mind Poarten is another of thelr
fictresses,  having  alrendy ap
re in "Deception,” though she takes
e too seriously for most American audl

promiine

o red he

matter how healthily blonde and corn
the German stars may appear to he,

always have a touch of the splritual in
countenances which saves them from
ted chorus girls which
many American clrossrs  hoar Such i=s
rndsome Lotte Neumann, who appears in
Moj.'"™ w # the Moy girls, Emma and Mia

the lutter appearing in a striking society
tory, “The Ciuilt of Lavinia Morland”—have
lonks and to spare. Charming Hella Moja
daving In the very atically adorned
“Marrin of I zht vnslly have her
features copyvighted In America

Germany at thl cdate has developed
Its own John Bunny, clor Plngepe, known
familinrly s “Karlchen v rotund man with
n expansive oo imiiar to the late come
dian's that has the elasticity of gutta per-
cha They have their matines idols like
Harry Liedke and Ernst Hoffmann, and thelr
inigter mon of the world, like Conrad Velth
And no mention of German film =tars would
b com el t the name of Paul Wege-
here iy Der Golem, ™
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